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Abstract

Three Topics on Tasan’s Maengja youi - View of Body;,
Framework of Politics, and Resource of Quotation

Chang-ran Li

associate researcher,

Compiling and Research Center of the Complete Literature of Confucianism, PKU

1. The “important body” and “trivial body” in Mencius shows
the different weights of reason and sentiment, with some sort of
shifting of the referential meaning of “trivial body”. Tasan’s Maengja
youi definitely attributed both to the spiritual mind, removing any
responsibility from mouth-belly, ear-eye and so on, and pointed out
that mind was neither the heart nor any specific intentionality or
corresponding virtue. This is in accordance with modern science and
philosophy, and sticks to the theory of “human mind”-“Dao mind”
of the neo-Confucianism prevailing from the Song to the Ming
Dynasties.

2. As two targets aimed in Mencius, Yang Zhu and Mo Di just
standed for two possible extremes in politics. Thus, Tasan pointed
that the way of saints and the learning of gentlemen could never run
out of the scope delimited between Yang and Mo, and explained the
common misunderstanding of “pulling out one piece of hair”. Tasan

quoted his deceased brother Ding Ruozhong, denying the account of
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Shiji that Bo Yi and Shu Qi dissuaded Zhou Wuwang from waging a
war at Shang Zhouwang, cleaning objective obstacles to linking Yang
Zhu-Mo Di and Bo Yi-Liuxia Hui respectively.

3. Most quotations from scholars of the Song, Yuan and Ming
Dynasties in Maengja youi were through Lu Longqi’s Sanyutang Sishu
Daquan, and part of its quotations from Mao Qiling were through

Mao’s Sishu Suojie.

Key Words | Ding Ruoyong, Important body and trivial body, Yang
Zhu-Mo Di and Bo Yi-Liuxia Hui, Cultural exchange within Eastern Asia,

Sanyutang Sishu Daquan
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